
Office hours are 9:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday - Friday.

Deadlines: Sunday bulletin - Wednesday at noon

Newsletter  - 20  of the month at noonth

Treasurer’s Report

 Year-To-Date as of: 7/31/11 8/31/11

 Receipts $183,881 $205,596  

 Expenditures $187,419 $205,339  

 Difference                          -$3,538                              + $257 

 Extra-Ordinary Income (House & Cemetery plots) $117,600
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Grace Lutheran Congregational Mission Statement:

Called together by the Holy Spirit, Grace Lutheran Church is a

loving family of believers, growing in Christ through God’s Word

and Sacraments, and reflecting God’s love by ministering to others

and sharing His Word with the community and the nations.

Membership notes:

Transfer Out:

Jane Moltzan to St. Andrew Lutheran Church, West Fargo
Transfer In: 

Brent Higgins from All Nations Lutheran Church, Rock Lake, ND

If you move or change your phone number, please call the office (232-1516)
with your new information so our records can stay up-to-date! Thanks!

How to reach Pastor Dave Suelzle: Pastor’s study: 297-6885
Email: david.suelzle@gracefargo.org Home: 205-1853
 Cell; 388-1549



A CONFIRMAND PROFILE AND CONFESSION OF FAITH

Last May we had 6 junior confirmands. Each of these young men
and women were required to write an essay about their understanding of
a faith relationship with Jesus. These essays were read the Wednesday
evening before Confirmation Sunday. This month’s newsletter highlights
confirmand Colton Smith and his essay.

This past year Colton attended Discovery Middle School. He is the
son of Harry & Pam Smith. He is currently attending Davies High School.
Colton’s interests and hobbies include: Soccer and distance running in
track. At this point in his life Colton does not know what career he’d like
to pursue.

Colton’s Essay:
It is important for me to believe in Jesus because I am a sinner

who deserves eternal damnation. However, Jesus’ death was for my sins
so I could go to heaven because He took the punishment of my sins on the
cross for me. Another reason why it is important for me to believe in Jesus
is so God can use me as an instrument of faith. In other words, I’m part of
God’s plan. How I fit in it, I’m not sure yet. I’m positive though I will play a
role in it.

One thing that happens when you’re confirmed is you are allowed
to participate in Communion. The Bible says Jesus gave it to me as a gift.
When I receive it Jesus is there both spiritually and physically, and He is
forgiving me of my sins. The forgiveness of sins is the chief gift in the
Sacrament of the Altar.

The reason we’re suppose to do this often is so we can admit our
sins, accept His forgiveness offered in the Sacrament and seek the
guidance of the Holy Spirit to forgive our sins. Another reason is that if I
decided to not go to church once, and then stopped, it would be hard to
begin going to church regularly again.

The importance of being confirmed is I am confessing my faith in
Christ Jesus publicly. This provides a witness to the people, by hearing the
confession of faith in Jesus. Another important part of being confirmed is
pledging to live the rest of my life devoted to the Church of God. Going
through confirmation is important because we learn about God’s Word in
more depth and learned about the life of Martin Luther and what
separates Lutheranism from other religions. I also learned about the
Sacrament of the altar and once I am confirmed I will be able take the
bread and wine with the rest of the congregation. The importance of
being a member in a congregation is to be with others with the same



beliefs, with God’s Word as the center. In my four years of confirmation I
have learned a lot and am now ready for the next part in my life serving
the Lord faithfully.

Upcoming Youth Events
October 9th: Planning meeting following worship - All Youth!
October 14th: Senior High - Corn Maze
October 20-22: Junior High Gathering in Bismarck - forms are

available in the office and have been emailed to all
families with Jr High Youth!

The Fellowship board is sponsoring the Bible Study

“Marriage by Design”. We will be having our first Bible Study

on Sunday Oct. 23 at 3:00 pm. All are welcome. We will

plan to meet twice a month, with one Sunday being the Bible

Study and the other Sunday will be for fellowship. 

On Sunday Oct. 30 we will be showing the movie “Luther” at

the Church at 3:00 pm. We will also be showing Veggie Tale

movies for the younger audience. All are welcome.

Sunday School News
Just  a quick remin der, we  are doi ng memory work - ou r verse
for Oc tob er is : 

You shall walk in al l t he way that the L ORD your God has
commanded you, t hat you may live,
and that  it may go well with you,

and t hat you may live long in t he land t hat you shall possess.
Deuter onomy 5:33

Octob er 2n d: Children  wil l begin collecti ng Mite s
October  9th: C hildr en will be singing



LWML News…
Once again, it is the beautiful month of October! Time once

again to cele brate the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, and
what God, in His grace, has allowed us to share with the world!

Chartered in 194 2, the LWML was founded as an
organization of women, who were united in God’s love, and
wanted to share His love with the world. This is still true today! The
LWML is all about encouraging wome n to grow in their faith in
their Lord and Savior, and abou t sharing the gospel with those
still in sin’s darkness.

Here’s how it works at Grace: Our LWML is divided into 3
smaller circles. Each circle meets monthly for Bible study and
fellowship. We also meet monthly as a larger group, to share in
Bible studies, speakers and other learning activities, service to
others, and always, fellowship! We save our “mites” for missions,
and send them to our North Dakota District, and to our National
LWML, along with our sisters in Christ from around the country.
This biennium, our National LWML mite goal i s $1,825,000.00! It
is awesome and exciting to be part of such an organization that
has done so much over t he years to spread the gospel! But, even
here at Grace, we support many additional projects, such as 3
missionaries (including our own Carolyn  Walsh) each month, and
a variety of local charities and Christian organizations. We also
offer women opportunities to serve God; it is always a blessing to
see how much our Ladies are gifted by God, and are always so
willing to share their gifts with others.

Membership in  the LWML is open in any woman at Grace,
and we would lo ve to have you join us! For more information,
contact Jan Brelje at jabrelje@msn.com or at 237 -4710.
Jan Brelje, President   
Upcoming Events…
October 1: 9 am Circle at church (need a volunte er)
October 2: LWML Sunday. Bring your Mite boxes!
October 4: 7pm Circle at church (B. Drager)
October 6: 1:30 pm Circle at the church (J. Burchill/J. Barchinger)
October 14: 6 pm “Mix-Making” for the Fall Festival, at church
October 15: 9:20 am Zone Fall Rally at Immanuel Lutheran

Church, Fargo
October 21: 6 pm set up for Fall Festival
October 22: 8:30 am - 2:00pm Fall Festival 

Monthly mission projects:  Coins for Christ                 
Paul and Ali Federwitz–Andy and Stephanie Jones–Carolyn Walsh



Fall Festival
sponsored by Grace Lutheran LWML

in support of mission projects

Saturday,
Oct. 22, 2011

8:30 am - 2 pm

Grace Lutheran Church
Basement

821 5  Ave. S. Fargoth

* Home Baked Goods
Bake Sale

*Craft Bazaar Sale

Continental
Breakfast:

8:30-10:30 am
*Cinnamon Roll
*Coffee/Juice

$2

Luncheon:
10:30 am - 2:00 pm

Choose 3:
*Prize winning chili

*Homemade Chicken
Noodle Soup

*Hot Turkey on a Bun
*Cinnamon Roll

*Slice of Pie
(with coffee/lemonade)

$6



Grace Lutheran School No tes
Thank you for your support of the Jog-A-Thon (held on September
16th) and the Spaghetti Dinner (held on September 24th)! We’re
so blessed to call you partners in Christian Education here in Fargo
– Moorhead. Our school is continuing to grow  and make an impact
on so many students, and the outstanding Christian education
curriculum and dedicated teachers are creating the church leaders
of tomorrow . We encourage you to check us out, even if you
don’t have students in our school – we have great things going on
and would love to show everyone what we are doing!
We have a busy October as we finish the first quarter of the school
year with Teachers’ Conferences Oct. 20 – 21 and the Fall Carnival
on October 29th. The PTL works hard to put on a wonderful event
that is open to the public – we encourage you to plan on
attending for games, prizes and fellowship! Mark your calendars to
join us!
Have you seen Mr. Krupski lately? He looks great, and is able to get
more often now. While Mrs. Syverson is busy doing an awesome
job leading the school for the 2011/2012 school year we’d love
to keep Mr. Krupski busy with visitors and a chance to get “out and
about” with friends. He is still very committed to the mission of
Grace Lutheran School and will continue to attend events as he is
able during his recovery! Please call the school to get his contact
information (232-7747). 
Have you seen our new website? We’ve redesigned it to make
finding information easier. Check us on at
www.gracelutheranschool.org. We’d love to hear your opinion
regarding the site and welcome compliments and concerns! Email
to marketing@gracels.com for suggestions.
Are you a GLS fan on Facebook yet? This is a great way to find out
what is happening and check out pictures of current activities! We
have may GLS alumni on the site, and they are sharing their stories
of their time at GLS as well! Find us at
www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranSchoolFargo
We’ve got GREAT things going at Grace & w e’d love to share them
with you!



Humble Stewards
As stewards, we are the recipients and caretakers of God’s

goodness, love, mercy, and grace. Stewards are managers of God’s
creation. We acknowledge God as the owner; therefore, we are to act
not as owners but as managers because our lives and resources are
simply on loan from Him.  

The book of Daniel gives an account of a man who failed to
recognize God as Creator and provider and exalted himself. King
Nebuchadnezzar, walking on the roof of “his” royal palace,
surveying “his” kingdom, was overcome by pride as he announced,
“Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by
my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty” (Daniel 4:30)? He
thought he was asking a rhetorical question, but God condemned
him to live like an animal as a consequence of his pride.

Pride is destructive.  It destroys gratitude to God for all His
kindness to us. It destroys our desire and ability to serve others. It
destroys contentment for it feeds our competitive nature so that we
are not satisfied with just being wealthy or intelligent, but we want
to be wealthier and more intelligent than anyone else.

Pride has no place in the life of a servant. First Peter 5:6 reads,
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand that He
may lift you up in due time.” It is God alone Who can exalt us
(Psalm 75:7). If Christ Himself, God’s only begotten Son, humbled
Himself, should we not follow His example and humble ourselves?
Because Christ humbled Himself, God exalted Him (Philippians 2:9)

David, the shepherd-king, put our situation in proper
perspective: “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have set in place, what is
man that You are mindful of him, the son of man that You care for
him” (Psalm 8:3-4)? The inference is that we are insignificant, yet
David goes on to remind us of what we can be proud: “You made
[us] ruler over the works of Your hands; You put everything under
[our] feet.”

Humility allows us to accept our smallness and God’s goodness.
In the words of Martin Luther, humility is the decision to “let God
be God”. We are stewards through humili ty. We are to honor Him
with what we have, what we are, and what He will make of us.



Only the Word of God reveals the truth of God
(Luke 16:31). We do not find God’s truth in
what we experience around us or within us.
When faced with difficult situations, especially
those involving life and death, we should be
guided by what God has revealed in and
through His Word made flesh, the Lord of Life
rather than depend on our own intellect and
reasoning. On our own, using our intellect and
reasoning which is tainted by sin, we cannot
make God pleasing choices. In order to be
guided we must be in the Word. Grace offers
several Bible study and worship opportunities
and we encourage you to take part in these.

Worship Sundays at 10 am
or

Wednesdays at 7 pm
Education Hour Sundays at 8:45 am
Bible Studies

Men’s: Thursdays at 6:30 am at the Main Ave Fry’n Pan
Thursdays at 7:00 pm at the church

Women’s: Mondays at 7:00 pm at the church
Wednesdays at 9:00 am at the church

Wanda Abraham and Ralph Mitchell

invite you to a celebration of Faith, Hope, and Love

as they exchange marriage vows

on 

Saturday, the eighth of October, Two Thousand Eleven

at four o’clock in the afternoon

at Grace Lutheran Church, 821 Fif th Ave. S., Fargo, ND.

A dance will be held from 7:00 - 11:00 pm in the lower level

of the West Fargo VFW Post 7564 -  308 Sheyenne St.

Your presence is our gift !



The ND District has asked that congregations within the District
consider offerings that go towards Project 24 to be presented at the first
day of the District Convention in Grand Forks in January. Project 24
supports basic needs at orphanages in Kenya, Africa along with teaching
God’s Word and providing Luther’s Small Catechism. If you wish to
support this effort through your offerings, please be sure you note
‘Project 24’ in the memo line of your check or use a separate envelope
with ‘Project 24’ written on it so these funds can be kept separate for
distribution later.

On Sunday, September 25, 2011, the following
recommendation came before the voters:

A recommendation from the Executive Board was
presented to the voters to sell the home which was gifted
to Grace Lutheran Church by Lloyd Lundeen’s Estate.
The home is located at 1511 28  Ave S, Fargo, ND .th

In accordance with our Constitution we did not have all
of our voting members present to act on this recommendation.
In keeping with Article 15.4b, the adjourned meeting has been
scheduled to resume immediately follow ing the church service
on Sunday, October 9, 2011. This meeting will address only
one item.

Please prayerfully consider the above stated
recommendation and participate in the voting process at the
upcoming special meeting.

ADULT CHOIR starts Wed. Oct. 5th at 5:45 pm in the
Grace church choir loft. Anyone with musical skills,
(including piano playing or any musical instrument
playing!) or a desire to try their hand at conducting should
come to rehearsal or contact Jana Hansen at 235 4713.
Choir is open to anyone (including non-members)
confirmation age and up! 

Come join us to celebrate our Lord in song!



1 Corin th ians 12:4-7 says: Now  th ere are varie ti es of gif ts,
but  th e same Spirit ; 

and t here are variet ies of servi ce, but t he same Lord; 
and t here are variet ies of activit ies, 

but it is the same God Who empowers th em all i n everyone.
To each is given t he mani festati on o f th e Spirit

for t he common g ood.
These words  describe how th e Hol y Spirit gifts

everyone , each member of  His chur ch in varied way s. Why are
we  gif ted by  Him? For servi ce and activi ties wh ich wor k for
th e common g ood o f Christ’s Church . God h as called  us
together to serve through Grace Lu theran Church to bring
Christ int o the lives of others. 1 Peter 4:10 says: As each has
received a gi ft, use it  to  serve one ano th er, as goo d stew ards
of  God’s varied gr ace.

We are asking  you t o prayerfully co nsider servi ng  Christ
and o th ers on any of th ese admini strat ive boards:

The Board o f Evangelism which oversees al l the
out reach effort s in our cong regat ion  such as
those serving as wo rship greeters, community
out reach wit nessing , servi ce broadcasts,
adver tisements and visi tor foll ow-u p.

The Board  of Elders which oversees th e tot al
spiritu al l ife of th e congregatio n.

The Board o f Christian Edu cation a nd Youth
wh ich oversees th e ent ire Christi an educat ion
opport unit ies in t he congregat ion  such as
Sunday School,  Vacat ion  Bib le School,
Confirm at ion  Instr uct ion , etc.

As you p rayerfully co nsider using  your  gif ts to  help build up
the body of Christ trust the Holy  Spirit to gui de you  every step
of  th e way. Wh en He has guide d you t o serve on o ne of th ese
board s please let George Cusher, the Chairman of the
congregatio n know. Yo u can contact him at 701-235-7151
(home) or 701-367-0516 ( Cell) or cusherg@cableone.net.



ELDER PROFILE
Name: Mark Jones
Age: 51
Years of service as an elder: 4
Occupation:  Electronics Engineer for Phoenix
International in Fargo, North Dakota
Home Town: Born in Oakland, California, grew up

in Yucca Valley, California
Family: Wife-Sheryl,

Daughters-Brianna and Andrea, and new
son-in-law - Corey Isaak. Brianna and
Corey got married in June. It is
pretty different having a son now
when I had 2 daughters all this time.
But, I like it.

Spiritual Mentor:My mother taught my brother and
me that God is an important part of our life and
to always pray. She taught us we should attend
church regularly by taking us to church and by
attending church as my father was not around
much. I started Bible Study in high school while
attending a youth group from a different church.
That was really the first time I participated in
a Bible Study because we did not have Bible Study
groups in my church. I grew up Catholic, and we
did not use the Bible in our lessons. So, the
youth leaders of that church had a big influence
on my spiritual studies. I started going to the
Lutheran Church sometime after Sheryl and I
started dating. I joined the Lutheran Church a
little before Sheryl and I got married. So,
Sheryl is an important spiritual influence in my
life.
Memorable Bible Verse: I like Psalm 23 verse 2,
“He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads
me beside still waters.”, because the words are
comforting and make me think of a peaceful place.
But there are many Bible verses I think about. A
lot of time my mood makes me think of different
Bible verses or stories.
Interests: My family is my most important
interest. I like to spend time with my family. I
remember when each of our girls was born. Sheryl
and I wanted healthy babies. It did not matter if



the child was a boy or girl. I can think of a lot
of fun times when the girls were growing up.
Sheryl and I took them on trips, went to school
activities with them, helped with homework (math
homework – they were happy dad was an engineer
when they needed help with math homework), and we
brought them to church. Sheryl and I tried to
teach them that God is important and is with us.
I also like to ride motorcycles. I grew up in the
California high desert so I started riding dirt
bikes as a kid. The older I got the faster the
motorcycles got. I remember telling Sheryl we
needed to get a sidecar for my motorcycle so I
could take the girls for rides. The sidecar would
allow me to put my favorite things together
—Sheryl, my girls and my motorcycle. Sheryl said
no.





Mission Encounter
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church

1000 14 St S, Moorhead, MN 56560th

Saturday, October 29, 2011
Registration: 9:15 am

Opening Devotions: 9:45 am
Childcare Provided

Mission speakers:
Rev. Mar k Peske – Fergus Falls Circuit Mis sionary

- works with Nati ve Americans
Gary Thi es – Mission Counselor from Mission Central i n Iowa

Breakout sessions:
Delano and Linda Meyer – former TIM Missionaries to West Africa

LAMP Mi ssions Teams – from Fergus Falls and Moorhead
Jumpi ng for  Joy

Pro ject  24
DCE Traci Kohl  – “What - Do I Have a Story to Tell??!!??”

Lut her an Isl and  Camp
Abby Dawkins  – “Five 14” for Teens

Mission fair
Bring your favorite ethnic food to share at the noon potluck

Bring an item(s) for the ingathering:
Used eyeglasses for MOST ministri es in any conditio n

A staple food(s) for the food banks in Moorhead

Used shoes or new undies and sock for Orphan Grain Trian
for women, men and especially children

Bibles for Liberia

Used tennis shoes

Lea rn. pra y.g i v e . t e l l . s e n d . g o . c e l e b r a te!


