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The Grace Lutheran Church Sanctuary is seen Jan. 4. The church is having a special service at 2 p.m. Jan. 22, with a reception to follow, to celebrate its 125 anniversary.

»SMALL BUT MIGHTY «

Grace Lutheran to celebrate 125th anniversary with special worship service

then a German-
speaking community,
began meeting officially
as a church body in
1898, it had
to appeal to
neighbors
for worship,
borrowing
space from
the nearby
Swedish
ROXANEB. Baptist and
SALONEN Norwegian
Faith Lutheran
Conversations Free
% churches.
But in
1905, the community
happily celebrated its
new church at Fourth
Street and First Avenue
North, a structure
costing $4,631.73. It
relocated in the early
1930s to its current
spot at 821 5th Ave. S.,
welcoming St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church for the
Deaf to share its home
for its weekly worship.
The amalgamation
of cultures testifies to
the Christian landscape
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Chris Flynn / The Forum
Pastor David Suelzle talks with Sherri Kalash during Bible study at Back, Brianna and Corey Isaak; Front, Sheryl Jones, Evelyn

Grace Lutheran Church in south Fargo on Jan. 4. (Evie) Isaak, Mark Jones, Gwendolyn (Gwen) Isaak
with varying levels
of attendance at
their Wednesday and
Sunday services.

of the congregation,
current trustee,

and member for

over 40 years, Isaak
was schooled at the
connected Grace
Lutheran parochial
school through eighth

IF YOU GO:

» WHAT: Grace Lutheran Church “Generations of Praise” celebration with service and reception
» WHEN: 2 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 22 » WHERE: 821 5th Ave. S., Fargo
» INFORMATION: Visit https://www.gracefargo.org/125th-anniversary.html

Family in the

joining them, seemingly truest sense
searching out caring Few in the 150 years

feeling at Grace
Lutheran has always

be a friendly church
with a very small-town

of Fargo at the turn been one of home and kind of feel.” relationships and of history of Grace grade, and remained
of the century, mainly family, say its members. But in the last couple  support like those Lutheran, however, close to the community
comprising European “We’re small but years, the community in their hometown probably understand even while in college

immigrants. Though mighty,” says Jan has experienced some churches. the reality of “church as at North Dakota State

English eventually Brelje, who’s currently  surprising growth, she Currently, the family” as intimately University.
became the dominant involved in community = notes, with younger community comprises as Corey Isaak.
language in all, the outreach. “We try to couples and families about 300 people, Former president 125TH: Page B8

Winter Woodturning
Extravaganza planned
Saturday in Moorhead

By Forum staff

MOORHEAD — The pub-
lic is invited to learn about
woodturning at a Winter
Woodturning Extravaganza
planned from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14, at In
the Chips, 303 21st St. N.

This free event will fea-
ture several skilled turn-
ers demonstrating multi-
ple projects and techniques,
including tops, bowls, gob-
lets, vases, hollow forms and
spindles. Visitors will also get

a chance to try using a lathe.

The event is being hosted
by the Minn-Dak Woodturn-
ers Association, a chapter
of the American Association
of Woodturners. The group
meets monthly to exchange
ideas, share projects, and
learn new techniques from
fellow members and guests.
For more information, visit
www.minndakwoodturners.
org.

In The Chips is a one-
stop-shop for wood carving

and wood turning enthusi-
asts of all skill levels offer-
ing classes, special events,
and handmade gifts created
by local artists. It also serves
as the meeting and class
space for the Minn-Dak
Wood Turners Association.
For more information, visit
inthechips.weebly.com.

For more information
about this event, call Roy
Jacobsen at 701-866-9920
or email roy@willowlake-
woodworks.biz.

Forum file photo

Visitors look over Larry Longtine and Ruth Severson’s carvings during
the Red River Valley Woodcarvers Show in this Forum file photo.






