
Christmas Day

“The Word Made Flesh”

Since the focus of our attention today is on the Word made flesh in

the Person of Jesus and what Christ’s birth means to us, this sermon is

entirely God’s Word.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God (John 1:1-2). Therefore

the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive

and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14). For to us

a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon

His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His

government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David

and over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and

with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the

LORD of hosts will do this (Isaiah 9:6-7).

But When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son,

born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under

the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons (Galatians 4:4-5). The

people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone (Isaiah 9:2). In Him
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was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it (John 1:4-5).

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place this way (Matthew 1:18a). In the

sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee

named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was

Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he

came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what

sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will

conceive in your womb and bear a Son, and you shall call His name

Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And

the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His father David, and He will

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be

no end.”

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the Child

to be born will be called holy—the Son of God . . . For nothing will be

impossible with God.”

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me

according to your word.” And the angel departed from her (Luke 1:26-35,37-
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38).

When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they

came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And

her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,

resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things,

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son,

and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their

sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His

name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife,

but knew her not until she had given birth to a Son. And he called His

name Jesus (Matthew 1:18b-25).

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the

clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for Me One Who is to be ruler

in Israel, Whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days (Micah 5:2).

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the

world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius

was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own
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town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth,

to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he

was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his

betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came

for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped

Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was

no place for them in the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,

keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and

they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for

behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ

the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly

host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth

peace among those with whom He is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds

said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that

has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
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And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told

them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the

shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering

them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them (Luke 2:1-

20).

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen

His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth

. . . For from His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the

law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus

Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, Who is at the Father’s

side, He has made Him known (John 1:14,16-18).

Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly,

I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will

pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes

one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the

same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does

them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 5:17-20).

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
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deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our

iniquities, like the wind, take us away (Isaiah 64:6). None is righteous, no,

not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned

aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not

even one (Romans 3:10-12).

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ

Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus

from the law of sin and death. For God has done what the law,

weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending His own Son in the

likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, in

order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,

who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit (Romans

8:1-4). For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life

in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23).

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your

own doing; it is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8). The true light, which gives

light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and

the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He

came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him . . . (John 1:9-11)

They led Him away to crucify Him (Matthew 27:31b).

And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they

crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right and one on His left.
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And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do

(Luke 23:33-34a). And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed

at Him, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself, if He is the

Christ of God, His Chosen One!” (Luke 23:35) And Jesus said, “Father,

forgive them, for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34a). The soldiers

also mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine and saying, “If

You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!” (Luke 23:36-37) And Jesus

said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34a).

God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died

for us . . . (Romans 5:8) For we are His workmanship, created in Christ

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should

walk in them (Ephesians 2:10).

Hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God

with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through Him in

your midst, as you yourselves know—this Jesus, delivered up according

to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed

by the hands of lawless men. God raised Him up, loosing the pangs of

death, because it was not possible for Him to be held by it.

This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being

therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out this that you

yourselves are seeing and hearing. (Acts 2:22-24,32-33) But to all who did
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receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become

children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh

nor of the will of man, but of God (John 1:12-13). Let all . . . know for certain

that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus Whom you

crucified (Acts 2:36).

Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was

manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels,

proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in

glory (1 Timothy 3:16). Jesus says, “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing My

recompense with Me, to repay each one for what he has done. I am the

Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end

. . . I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you about these things for

the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright

morning star . . . Surely I am coming soon.” (Revelation 22:12-13,16,20a)

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name

(John 20:31). Amen, Come Lord Jesus! (Revelation 22:20b)
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